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You hold in your hands a remarkable study of Auschwitz 
that is unlike anything yet published. Though it is purposely 
small in size and easy to read, it carries a powerful punch. The 
author visited Auschwitz asa tourist armed with a broad study 
of the literature surrounding the world-famous site, and from 
that visit has proceeded to deconstruct the Auschwitz shown 
toherand others asa dea 
ing the reader on an “underground guided tour" around 
Auschwitz Birkenat, she clearly demonstrates itto be, at vary- 
ing times and locations within the perimeters, a simple labor, 
concentration and transit camp for political prisoners, wh 
the health of the inmates was the prime concern of the camp. 
authorities. Sound unbelievable? After reading this carefully 
esearched book, you will see the horror stories for so long 


spread about Auschwitz-Birkenau in a new light, and you may 


very well be so impressed you'll want to share your new visio 
with others. This cautiously written work moves toward a sur- 
prising conclusion that leaves us pondering how so much that 
is not true has seeped into our consciousness as "fact." 

Auschwitz: The Underground Guided Tour (softcover, 48 
pages, #535, $10) is available from TBR, Р.О, Box 15877, Washing- 

D.C. 20003, Call toll free at 877-773-9077 to charge copies 

to Visa or МС, No SRH ide U.S. BULK DISCOUNTS: 1-5 
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Introduction 


THE STORY you are told by tour guides at Auschwitz-Birkenau is 
astory woven through with exaggeration, distortionand omission. These 
lies and omissions arc not due to ignorance or misunderstanding, lack 
of information or the confusion of war, but intentional. 

This booklet is too small to tell che whole story—it is an introduction 
only, to a massive fraud that continues today at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
Memorial and Museum in Poland, By the early1990s, halfa million peo- 
ple were visiting every year: It is now over a million. These millions have 
been told some things but not told other things. They are also shown 
some things, but not shown other things, They have no way of determin- 
ing thetruth of what they see and hear. They generally enter the premises 
ina state of firm beliefin “the holocaust,” and leave convinced that what 
they believed is correct— and even worse than they thought. 
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However, the true story of Ausch- 
vwitz-Birkenau is not in any way un- 
usual considering its wartime setting. 
Sa brace yourself for an eye-opening 
tour of the real Auschwitz- Birkenau. 
Of the three camps that made up the. 
entirety that operated from 1040-1045, 


INDOCTRINATION only Auschwitz remains intact today although with 
STARTS EARLY ... some reconstructions, and is the center of booming 
Young езш Auschwitz tourism, Birkenau has few remaining build- 


an exhibit at the 
Auschwitz Museum 
With their guide. CAROLYN YEAGER 


ings, and Monowitz is completely gone. 


normes. February 2010 


THE AUSCHWITZ MAIN CAMP 
Bird's-eye view of he Auschwitz main comp, showing the former administration bulding (today 
the ictor centar with paring ot) at lower right, Uppor right outside tho force, s the theater 
building The road leading into the camp (Arbeit Macht Frei Gace) 5 at lower center and runs 
along the large kitchen complex to its right. The hospital anc crematorium are cut off at the 
lower lef of the sicturs. The comp commandarts residence is at the far left center. 
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A Little History 
You Don’t Get 
from the 

Tour Guides 


THE TOWN of Auschwitz was founded in 1270 
by Germans—therefore "Ausehwitz" is its original 
name, not Oswiecim, which is its Polish translation. 
Auschwitz was in the Germanic-ruled Holy Roman 
Empire until 1457, when it became partof the Kingdom 
of Poland, When Poland lost its independence in 1772, 
Auschwitz came under Austrian rule and became a 
prime location for Jewish traders working between 
Russia, Prussiaand Austria, In the wake of WWI, Gali- 
cia (whichincluded Auschwitz) wasgiven to thenewly 
formed Republic of Poland. In 1939, it was annexed 
back into the Greater German Reich, At that time, ofa 
population of 12,000, over half were Jewish, The next 
largest group was roma (gypsies). 


Gypsies made up the 
second largest popula- 
tion group living in the 
town of Auschwitz. 

А Gypsy Family Camp. 
‘occupied a section of 
Birkenau beginning 

in 1948. 
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RAILROAD HUB 


Rall expansion eurned 
tiny Auschwitz into che 
Juncsion of Furope— 
and a perfect location 
for a main camp where 
prisoners were sorted 
and disinfected before 
transfer to smaller 
labor camps through- 
ош Grossdeutschland. 


Because it was one of the largest railroad junctions 
in Eurcpe (44 train lines came into it), a camp for mi- 
grant workers was built by the Austrians in 1916, Farm 
workers ftom all over Europe stayed in the well-built, 
red-brick barracks, In 1919, the Poles used them asan 
army garrison. Of theo barracks at that time, 14 were 
single story. When the Germans took over after 1030, 
they added second stories and built eight new match- 
ing two-story barracks, 


Railroads Leading 
to Auschwitz 


KONZENTRATIONSLAGER AUSCHWITZ 
Reichsfrehrer-SS Heinrich Himmler announced the 
plan to establish a POW camp at Auschwitz on April 
27, 1946. German criminals from the Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp vere used to convert the garrison 
intoa prisoner-of-war сатр, and it opened on June 14, 
1940 with the arrival of 728 prisoners of the Polish re- 
sistance transferred from Tarnow. Rudolf Hoess was 
named the first commandant of the camp. 
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їп 1942, afterthe construction of Birkenau had got- 
ten underway campelassificarion system was devised 
and Auschwitz was designated a Class 1 camp (similar 
10 Dachau). This was the highest class, where common 
criminals and political agitators had a good chance for 
release, Theaim was reform, re-education and rehabil- 
itation, Former Auschwitz Museum Director Fran- 
ciszek Piper wrote that 1500 prisoners were released 
from Auschwitz, but that doesnt include those who 
were transferred elsewhere and then released. The 
Arbeit Macht Frei slogan on the gate vas only used at 
Class Г camps, where labor did indeed bring freedom; 
it was nota cruel irony. 


HIMMLER 
AND 
HOESS 


Rechsfushrer Henrich 
Hiner (ety with the 
first Auschwitz Corman- 
dane Rudolf Ноев. 


AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR 


special days. For some, life in Auschwitz seemed luxu- 
rious compared to their own, strange as that sounds. 
The attractive red-brick sleeping quarters contained 
bunk bedswith mattresses, had flush toilets porcelain- 
covered stoves for cozy heating, and double-paned 
casement windows Tree-lined pathways and flowers 
planted in front of every barracks in the summer made 
fora pleasant atmosphere. 

At that time, ordinary people didrit have what we 
take forgianted today. In Eastern Europe the poor lived 
without electricity, indoor plumbing and central heat- 
ing Food was not plentiful orvaried, norwas clothing; 
and they wereofien at the mercy of political factions, 
People labored from dawn to dusk, sixdaysa week, 


GATES OF DEATH? Auschwitz functioned asalabor ond atiansit camp, 
Does this ooklike a meaning it was also used as an intermediate destina- 
prison door or the tion for prisoners being sent elsewhere. Inmates 


к= a death тр! vokedin nearby factories like LG, Farben or on infra- 


structure projects, such as building ай raid bunkers and 
cutting trees. The camp had professional carpenters, 
electricians, bookmakers, tailors; inmaces learned 
these trades there, with 20 to зо men supervised bya 
Каро (another prisoner). Forty inmates worked in the 
Kitchen, The workdays had been formalized in 1938: 
On weekdays, work hours were 7:30-12:00 noon and 
1:30-5:00, Saturdays: 730-1200, Saturday afternoon 
andall day Sunday were free, Inmates were encouraged 
to attend Christian religious services and to reflect on 


thereasons for their imprisonment. OPEN-AIR FACILITY 
People inthe town of Auschwitz reported that dur- Workenen clear the serce in front of several of the buildings at Auschwitz in 
ing the war i¢was possible to take toursof the camp on preparation of the 60th anniversary of the camp's liberation in 1945. 
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puoro снднасињаа сен 


TYPICAL BARRACKS IN AUSCHWITZ | 
‘Tho average owo-story (third story under the roof) barracks 
were well-maintained and had plenty of windows. Paved 
roads ron between the three treeshaded rows of 
28 blocks from the beginning 


WHO WAS DITLIEB FELDERER! 


Он Felderer. Swede whe was fluent in Danish, Norwegian, Geran, 
French and English, personally investigated all of the existing German 
concentration camps in the 1970s, He questioned museum personnel 
from directors to guards; interviewed local people as well as survivors: 
read che officia! holocaust literature; searched the grounds and went 
into every building he could.taking shotographic slides as a record. He 
published а book, Auschwitz Ext. He testified for four days at the Ernst 
Zande! trial in 1988 in Canada, during which 300 of the 30.000 slides 
he took in che camps were shown co the jury. Zundel was acquitted. 
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The Unofficial Tour 


USING JOHN BALL'S accurate diagram, which. 
shows thecamp fiom the oppasitedirection as the aerial 
photograph on page 6, the important facilities can be 
located, Thetourstarts at the administration building, 
now the visitors center. When the camp was in opera- 
tion, this building housed 19 delousing chambers that 
used Zyklon-B, The theater where visitors watch the 
propaganda film to get them in the rightanti-German 
frame of mind was used back then to show films and 
German-made movies to the inmates. Ditlieb Felder- 
er (see boxed item on facing page) states that Museum 
Historian Franciszek Piper told him that theseatsin the 
cinema were identical to those used by the inmates. 
After walking through the gate, the official tour 
takes you to severa! barracks that make up the actual 
museum, where the approved history of Auschwitz- 
Birkenau is told by enlarged photographs with text, 


drawings and item 


glass eases, Every guide concen- 
trates on their favorite exhibits about which they have 
memorized somestories: they donot necessarily agree 
orsay the same things. 

On my tour in 2009, cur guide mentioned thata 
large photo of liberated children was "four months 
after liberation,” When I asked why they were still 
wearing thestriped uniforms, she admitted the pho- 
tos were from propaganda films made later by the So 
viets—a reenactment by adults and children dressed 
in the old uniforms. IF | hadit asked, it would not 
have been told. 
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Over 600 children 
wire ac Birkenau 
when the Russians 
arrived But are these 
the children. ог 
local kids dressed up 
months later? No. 
fms were mace 
during the liberation 
in January (945. 


Tour E 


BROTHEL & LIBRARY 

Just inside the main gate of Auschwitz is Block 24, 
alarge building used asa brothel for the inmates. It was 
пога seeret that the camp had a brothel; it was men- 
tioned in books and its existence wasconfirmed by the 
Auschwitz Museum officials. It was staffed by mostly 
Polish women from the outside who worked there by 
choice, but German prostitutes are said to have also 
worked there, All prisonerswere not allowed tousethe 
brothel; they had to meet certain hygienic and other 
standards. Itwasalso used asa reward for good behav. 
ior orextra effort. 

‘On the first floor of the brothel was the camp li- 
brary, according to former inmates, All main camps had 
libraries, andasa Class camp Auschwitz certainly had 
one, but the museum is mumabout i. There is na sign 
identifying the building as cncea brothel or library, and 
youeannot enter it-its now the office of the museum 
directorand housesthe archives. 


Block 24 housed a 
brothel.a ibrary.or- 
chostra practice and 
concert hall in the 
basement.and later 
added an are museum. 


THE CAMP LAY OUT AT AUSCHWITZ 


(1) trees; (2) administration building: (3) гай spur: (4) one of 
nne guard towers (5) parallel wire fences; (6) Abele Mach Fret 
Gate; (7) hospital with surgical unit (8) crematorium: (9) work- 
chops for woodworking and sewing (10) brothel ard brary: 
(11) place where the orchestra played: (12) Kitchen with 13 
coalfired stoves: (13) post office: (14) three-scory sleeping bar- 
tacks; (15) theater for music але dramas(1 6) sand and gravel ра; 
(17) swimming pool (18) Birch Alloy (Birkenhaller; (19) camp 
administration offices: (20) camp commandant’ residence; 
(21) Sola River road leading to town of Auschwitz (2 hr; 
(22) cement fence around two sides of camp. 
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Typical arework 
created by prisoners 
in Auschwitz arc 
chassas. 


THE ART MUSEUM 

Block 24 also held thecamp art museum. The idea. 
came from Polish inmate andartst Franciszek Targosz, 
whose accomplished sketches impressed Commandant 
Hoess, He named Targosz head of the museum, 
founded in October941, with its first homein Barracks 
б. It was moved to Barracks 24 in March 1942. where it 
occupied two rooms until late January 1945, Art mate- 
tials were supplied by the camp administration, and 
classes took place. Artofall kinds, including sculpture, 
was produced and exhibited for the enjoyment of the 
entire camp, Targosz survived until 1979. 

During my tour in 2009, we were shown à room in 
one of the museum buildings devoted to^prisonerart- 
work It consisted of drawings depicting extreme bru- 
tality carried cut on helpless prisoners by SS guards; 
incredible flights of Fantasy ereated by survivors from 
memory after the war was over. Perhaps withalittleen- 
couragement? Examples of this type can be found in 
Zofia Rozenstrauch’s Death Comp Auschwitzalbumand 
Yehuda Bacon's crude sketches that are dated “about 
1945" and exhibited at Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial 
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SSES 


Museum in Israel. This sketch by Bacon was actually 
submitted as confirmation of gas chambers in 
Auschwitz at the Adolf Eichmann trial in Jerusalem, 
1961, and the Auschwitz trial in Frankfurt, 1964! 


Authentic prisoner artwork, which you won't find 
in the museum room I was in, looks like this 


Left Franciszek 
аана, Bora 
of Stersiae Leder- 
monn, 1943, 
Auschwitz 
Birkenau State 
Museum, 


Right, Mieczyslaw 
Koscielniak, At 
the Есе, 1944, 
Auschwitz- 
Birkenau State 
Museum. 


Yehuda Bacon, Gos 
Chamber, 1945,Yad 
Vashem Art Museum, 
Jerusalem 
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Below: View of the 
back of the kitchen 
just inside the gate at 
the main camp of 
Auschwitz, 1945. 
(Photo: USHMM 
Photo Archives) 


Theyare portraits still Hes, landscapes and carica- 
tures, typical ofartists everywhere, The State Museum 
Auschwitz- Birkenau in the town of Oswiecim owns 
some n ropiecesand exhibitsthem, yet only very few 
depict violence огетиейу. 


THE KITCHEN 

Across the entry road from the brothel/library 
was the kitchen—the largest building inthe camp. It 
had 12 chimneys forthe stoves, and included adietary 
section, a bakery and butchery: Forty inmatesworked. 
in the kitchen, Special diets were prepared for pa- 
tients inthe infirmaryand hospital. The kitchen had 
flush toilets, which were unknown to the first Soviet 
soldiers to arrive, who thought they were places to 
wash their hands! 
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‘Thefiontof the kitchen isnot identified for visitors; 
attention is directed at this spot to the Old Sentry Вох 
and the gallows (used only once), There are plans wn- 
део! to convert the kitchen into an art museum 
which will furcher destroy awareness of the careful 
feeding of the prisoners. My tour guide only pointed 
cut where the orchestra played alongside the kitchen, 
by the entry rood, but said nothing about the kitchen it- 
self She toak every opportunity to tell us that prisoners 
‘were starved to death as another way of killing them. 


THE CAMP ORCHESTRAS 

Many musical groups were formed by the inmates 
over the life of the camp. Today the signs and guides 
tell us the only purpose of "the orchestra’ was to keep 
the prisoners orderly when marching out to end back 
from work, They dont want visitors to know the camp 
had a flourishing cultural ife. In truth, the orchestras 
gave regular Sunday concertsand played on many other 
occasions. 


Prove. seniPnoowmcescon 


The unidentified 
kitchen from the 

front the two match- 
ing brick buidinzs are 
in front of the long 
building seen from the 
rear on the facing 
page. forming a 
courtyard, 
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Sunday sfiriioen con- 
cert probably in 1943, 

but certainly after 

Sepcamber 1942 The 

| conductor is the Pol- 
ish inmate Franz 

Nierychio. 


HISTORY OF THE ORCHESTRA 
‘The first prisoner orchestra was set up in the winter 
of 194, with Franz Nierychloas conductor. ‘The origi- 
nal group of seven musicians, playing first with instru- 
ments from neighboring towns, included a violin, 
contrabass, accordion, trumpet, saxophone and ре: 
cussion, ‘These were later replaced with better quality 
instruments, some sent to the musicians by family 
members. Their first formal rehearsal washeld in Block 
24, the basement under the camp brothel, where there 
мава small podium anda grand piano. This room be 
came known as the concert hall where the band gave 
shows for prisoners as well asguardsand officials. The 
audience would stand along the walls; the musicians 
were scattered throughout the room, sitting wherever 
they could finda space: The group rapidly expanded to 
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more than 100 members. 

Survivor accounts such as Fania Fenelon’s Playing 
for Time also spokeof the Auschwitz orchestra. A large 
blow-up of a photograph of the orchestra playing dur- 
ing the war was once displayed at the Auschwitz Mu- 
«ешт at the main entrance 


WOMEN'S ORCHESTRA AT BIRKENAU 
From the beginning of 1943 until the end of 1944, 
there existed a Women's Orchestra in Birkenau. The 
conductor was violinist Alma Rosé, the niece of Gustav 
Mahler. Thearchestrasoon becamea permanent insti- 
tution of the social life in the camp. With over so mu- 
sicians and a variety of instruments, they played 
classical mixed with lighter fare on arrival of new pris- 
oners, in the infirmary and the experimental station; 


AUSCHWITZ: T 


Another view of the 
same concert. Nate 
that inmates aro gath- 
ering around, not 
marching to work, 
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ferat 
Dis Midcherotchese 
алмам 


Member of the French 
resistance Fania Gold- 
stein was deported to 
Birkenau vivere she 


decamea member of 
the Women's Orches- 
tra. After the war she 
took the carcer name 
Fenelon became a 
матои cabaret 
singer ard wrote her 


rand this novel, 


at concerts which the SS attended and at Christmas 
parties and dances (ihere was а large room in the 
Чаш” at Birkenau that was sometimes used asa ball- 
room), The navel Das Málchenorchester von Ausch: 
witz, written by member Fania Fenelon and first 
published in 1976, was based on the existence of the 
Women’s Orchestra. Every member of the orchestra. 
survived the warexcep! for Alma Rosé, who succumbed 
to typhus. 


OTHER MUSIC & THEATER GROUPS 

Violinist Szymon Laks was conductor ofthe Bitke- 
rau Men's Camp Orchestra in 1944, The performances 
took place in various placesaroune the camp. Birkenau 
also hada brassband and acamp choir, From an article 
in the Jerusalen Post, january 25, 1995: 


[The] Jewish children's choir at Auschwitz-Birke= 
mau: Iwasa member of thatehoit.... 1... remember 
my first engagement with culture, with history, and 
with music—in the camp... In Marchiog4, Lwasse- 
verdly ill with diphtheria and was sent to the camp 
hospital barracks, My mother had asked to betrans- 
ferred to stay wich me inthe hospital 
torsand patientssurvived, 

Ore of the youth leaders of our group., asked 
toestablish aneducation center forchildren, Hewas 
given permission, andina short time the education 
center became a spiritual and social center for the 
family camp, tuns 


Nurses, doc- 


te soul of the camp. 

Musical and theatrical performances, including 
a childreris opera, were heldatthe center, There were 
discussions of various ideologies —Zionism, Social- 
ism, Czech nationalism. "There was а conductor 
who organized the children’s choi 
Rehearsals were held in a huge lavatory barracks, 


named Imre 
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il 
кехәлекктоон! 


‘THE AUSCHWITZ POST OFFICE | 

As you walk past the front of the kitchen, the first 
building ta the right was the pos: oífice. Nothing in the 
museum literature mentions the post office, the guides, 
dont speak of it, but the Geneva Convention rules, 
strictly followed by the Germans, ensured the sending 
and receiving of mail by all prisoners. The camps en- 
couraged inmates to write to their relatives by making 
available pre-printed cards and letter forms, This was 
checked by the Red Cross, who never found any viols- 
tion of this privilege at Auschwitz-Birkenau, 

Regulations printed on the address side are cleanly 
stated. They translateas: 


Exery prisoner is allowed to receive (and send) 
two letters or cards from (to) his relatives each 
month, The letters to prisoners must be easily read- 
able, be writen in ink, and consist of по more than 
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The one-story pose 
office is the building 
with the different 
shaped roof, just past 
the Old Sentry Box 
and one-story kitchen 
building, The whole 
idea of an Auschwitz 
post осе for inmates 
is anathema to 
museum officials 
because it doesn't 

fe the tale they are. 
seling; It had to 
therefore be 
discarded, 


E 


24 


RUDOLF HOESS 


AUSCHWITZ 


35 linesor a single sheet, Only letter sheets of the 
normal size areallowed. Envelopes must beunlined, 
Only з stamps of 12 Preach may be enclosed with 
each leiter, No other enclosures are permitted, and 
will beconfiseated. Postcards consistof ло lines. Pho- 
tographs may rot be used as postcards. 

Money may besent. Newspapersareallowed, but 
ойу iFordered tough the Auschsitz camp postot 
fice. Parcels may not besent, asthe prisonerscan buy 
everything on camp. (However, in he etie, the pris- 
oner thant his family for all their packages and asks 
for more, From much other evidence, it seems this 
particular regulation was not enforced. This also 
proves there was a camp store for inmates, where they 
could buy things with moneysent om home—some- 
thing else that is never mentioned in the museum ЙЕ 
ereture or by the guides) 

Requests to camp authorities for release are 
pointless. Visits to prisonersare not permissible. 

Signed, the Camp Commandant 
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oner, Notice that it reads “Post Office II 
there was more than one post office at Auschwitz: 


On theinside ofthe form isthe etter from the pris- 
indicating 


Addressed to: Josef Navy; Rakery 
Domailice, Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia 


From: Josef Novy 

Date of Birth: 27th Apriligu 

Prisoner Number: 73,034. Block ga, 
Concentration Camp Auschwitz, Post Office Il 
Auschwitz. ath February 1943 


My decranes! 

Tm in good health, and l'm all ight Горе the 
same applies to you. Te received threc letters and six 
parcels from yousecerily all ingoodshape. Letters 
and parcelsmay not be sent registered, just send the 
parcels as per che first ones. The first parcels made 
me very happy— particularly the chocolate, honey 
and the many sweets— please send more like that. 
My brother Jardeand aunt Milka could also send me 


Letter forms given to 
prisoners provided 
space for longer, more 
private messages chan 
postal cards There is 
по reason to believe 
that normal letters 16 
and trom familles were 
ever discouraged by 


camp authorities: 
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Below: View of the 
back of the kitchen 
just inside the gate at 
the main camp of 
Auschwitz, 1945. 
(Photo: USHMM 
Photo Archives) 


Theyare portraits still Hes, landscapes and carica- 
tures, typical ofartists everywhere, The State Museum 
Auschwitz- Birkenau in the town of Oswiecim owns 
some n ropiecesand exhibitsthem, yet only very few 
depict violence огетиейу. 


THE KITCHEN 

Across the entry road from the brothel/library 
was the kitchen—the largest building inthe camp. It 
had 12 chimneys forthe stoves, and included adietary 
section, a bakery and butchery: Forty inmatesworked. 
in the kitchen, Special diets were prepared for pa- 
tients inthe infirmaryand hospital. The kitchen had 
flush toilets, which were unknown to the first Soviet 
soldiers to arrive, who thought they were places to 
wash their hands! 
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‘Thefiontof the kitchen isnot identified for visitors; 
attention is directed at this spot to the Old Sentry Вох 
and the gallows (used only once), There are plans wn- 
део! to convert the kitchen into an art museum 
which will furcher destroy awareness of the careful 
feeding of the prisoners. My tour guide only pointed 
cut where the orchestra played alongside the kitchen, 
by the entry rood, but said nothing about the kitchen it- 
self She toak every opportunity to tell us that prisoners 
‘were starved to death as another way of killing them. 


THE CAMP ORCHESTRAS 

Many musical groups were formed by the inmates 
over the life of the camp. Today the signs and guides 
tell us the only purpose of "the orchestra’ was to keep 
the prisoners orderly when marching out to end back 
from work, They dont want visitors to know the camp 
had a flourishing cultural ife. In truth, the orchestras 
gave regular Sunday concertsand played on many other 
occasions. 


Prove. seniPnoowmcescon 


The unidentified 
kitchen from the 

front the two match- 
ing brick buidinzs are 
in front of the long 
building seen from the 
rear on the facing 
page. forming a 
courtyard, 
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Front entrance to the 
theater, which became 
a home for Catholic 
Carmelite nuns be- 
tween 1904 and 1993, 
They were forced to 
leave when American 
Jews prowsted the 
building's use by 
Catholic. 


Franciszek: Piper was 
direstorhistorian 

at the Auschwitz 
Memorial Museum 
‘from 1965 until 2006, 


pesticide, as reported by the Soviets in January’ 1945, 
However, that flies in the face of reports of former in- 
mates who tal of the many activities that took place in 
the theaterand that Zyklon B wasstored in the Admin- 
istration Building, David Cole, holocaust researcher, 
wrote! "The last pictures taken inside this building 
showed pianos and costumes and a stage where thein- 
mates used to puton productions” 

Ditlieb Felderer testified under oath at the 1988 
Zündel wal that the theater was used by the inmates to 
puton plays ane contained a stage and musical instru 
ments, Felderer decided to investigate the lange build- 
ingafter an Auschwitz tour guidetold him the building 
wasunimportantand vas only used by the Germans to 
put junk into. He interviewed various museum officials 
and guards, during which time museum historians 
Franciszek Piper and Danuta Czech confirmed to him 
that the building was used asa theater during the war. 
He showed a slide ofa Ukrainian choir singing in what 
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he believed was the cheater building, taken from the 
Dürrfeld file of the United States Archives. Most large 
German camps had concert halls where inmates organ. 
ized regular Saturday-night theater productions, operas 
and dances attended by thousands of fellow-inmates, 
Auschwitz was no different. These concerts were the 
envy of villagers outside the camp, who did not have. 
the instruments or halls for such gatherings. At times 
villagers were invited and enjeyed the productions 
alongside camp inmates. They and workers and fami 


These dever and 


lies from Monowitz, Birkenau and some sub-camps artistically designed 
entered at the main door at the front of the building рауы are among 
Up to eight repeat performances a day were necessary — severalon display 


atthe Mauthausen 
memorial site in 
Austria, 


to accommodate everyone. The only larger hall was in 
the Catholic Church in town, 2 kms (1.2 rni) north, 


THESWIMMING POOL 

Continuing alongside the perimeter fence and 
turning left onto shady Bitch Alley (Birkenhaller}, you 
come to the swimming pool, Interestingly the poo! for 
inmates was not denied by museum staff until a few 
years ago, although tourists who asked to see it were 
told by guides that it was aff limits” Located rightin- 
side the fence, the pool measures 25 meters long, six 
meters wide and three meters deep, 

According to Ditlieb Felderer, Museum Historian 
Piper told him that the pool had been used to rchabil- 
itate inmate patients andas recreation, Wartimeéaetial 
photographs taken by the Allies confirmed its exis- 
tente. Books written by former inmates refer to the 
‘Auschwitz pool; some say they sneaked intothe pool at 
night foraswim; others that it sasused for water polo. 
Foresample, Marc Klein, French detainee, recallsthe 
swimming pool in his booklet Observations er réflex- 


AUSCHWITZ: THE UNDERGROUND GUIDED TOUR 25 


The swireming peal in 


1596, Birch Alley on. 


the right, the perimeter 


20 


fence on che lef 


iens sur les camps de concentration nazis: 


Auschwitz 1 was made up of 28 blocks built of 
stone laid out jn thee parallel rows between which 
тап paved streets. third street ran che length of the 
quadrangle and was planted with birch trees: the 
Birkenhallerincerded asa walkway fr the detainees 
with benches; there also was an open-air swimming 
pool. (Rocklet of 32 pagesprinted in Caen, 1648, puc] 


He also wrote: 


«Gn Sundays and holidays.. . football, bas- 
ketballand vater polo matches (in an open-air pool 
built within the perimeter hy detainees) attracted 
crowds of onlookers. (De l'Université aus camps de 
concentration: Telmongnages strasbourgeois, Paris, 
les Bellesdettres, 949, p. 455) 


Inmates were sometimes also allowed to swim in. 
the nearby Sola River, according to interviews with Je- 
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hhovahis Wienesses who had been interned in the camp, 
Yet in. 200g, when Tasked at the information counter 
the location of the swimming pool, 1 was met with a 
blank stare. Alter persisting, 1 was finally answered 
with, "Oh, do you mean the fire brigade reservoir?” 
‘The sign shown below, in Polish, English and Hebrew, 
was placed alongside the pool sometime after 2005. 

Biskenaualso has a pool, which few have seen, but 
which now sportsa similarsign. The water in the pool 
would hardly have been sufficient for fire-fighting ina 
campwith aoo buildings! 


ir peste, bode fre Мита Ц. 
‘ie umwiopeiabue wats oe 1944 la. 


Ti мөме ттш! butt в ве Гит И a ттен ней, 


ray ы 1944 


V) noua von many лу po ч 
ЗМИ 00 be пилот WINDA wa 


Ашан wining 
pool wkh starting. 
blocks and entry 
ladders The diving 
beard used to be 
auached to the ell 
contral block, 
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The SS Hospital just 
outside the camp: Note 
the double fence runs 
behind the building 
The crematorium and 
“gas chamber" are just 
across the street in 
front, not shown The 
rounded cbjectat. 
lowr conter is the 
entrance to аоге- 
person air-raid shelter: 


THE HOSPITAL 

Bycontinuingalong Birch Alley and turning left at 
the fence perimeter, going back toward the main gate, 
youcome tothe S$ Hospital which standson theother 
sideof the fence, It had asurgical blockaswellasa ob- 
stetrical gynecological block for inmates (children 
мете bom at Auschwitz). 

‘There were also quarantine areas in both camps for 
newly arviving prisoners, where they stayed foras long 
as six weeks to make sure they had no diseases that 
could betransferred tothe est of the camp population. 

Dr. Laszlo Tauber, now a wealthy Jewish landlord 
in Washington, ОС, was the chief surgeon at the in- 
mates hospital at Auschwitz-Birkenau. Birkenau had 
several hospital buildings, One well-known inmate, 
Otto Frank, the father of Anne Frank, stayed there for 
three months in late 1944-early 1945, with the com- 
plaint of suffering from exhaustion, While heremained 
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hospitalized, his two daughters were evacuated (ом 
ing the rules of the Geneva Canvention), along with 
many others, to Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, 
away from the advancing Soviet army. Orto Prank was 
still there when the Soviets arrived, 

Anotherfamous inmate, Elie Wiesel, writes that he 
was in a hospital in Auschwitz recovering from an op- 
eration onan infected foot. and his father had been al- 


{owed to stay with him in the hospital, However, Wiesel 
chose to leave the hospital to go with the 60,000 others 
who marched west with the Germans toanetler camp, 
away from the impending Soviet "liberation? The 
guides at Auschwitz dont show the hospital 


Below, a view of the 
front af the SS Hospi- 
tal across the street 
from the recon: 
suructed "gas cham- 
ber'erematorlum. 
lori t inconsistent to 
have a weapon of mass 
murder right nexe to 
the building where 

the epposie is raking 
place—saving нез 
through medical 


intervention? 
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susto senissciosoices COM 


th 


Photo above shows 
the brick chimney 
jat was built 1947 


ie detached fram the 
building, It has never 


been connected 


to the reconstructed 


crematory 
ovens inside. 


Right the two ovens 
in the current building 


E 


were built by the 
Soviets in 1947 
and have never 
been used. 


THE CREMATORIUM 

Directly across the outer 
road from the hospital is the 
reconstructed crematorium 
known as the Gas Chamber. 
Note the tall chimney and flat 
roof in the picture on the previ- 
ous page. The official story is 
that the small vents in the roof 
allowed Zyklon B pellets to be 
poured into the chamber below, 
thus “gassing” the victims 
locked inside, 

However, air photos taken 
by US, reconnaissance planes іт 
1944, not released until 1993, re- 
veala peaked roof with twoone- 
meter high chimneys over the 
two cremation furnaces, no vents or holes over the al- 
leged gaschamber, and no large chimney. t was then 
admitted that the Soviets changed the roof, cut the 
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The Auschwitz "gas chamber” was really a morgue until it was slighty renovated into an 
air raid shelter by the Germans in Sept. 1944. Consider that if che morgue was a gas cham- 
ber, there was no morgue to store all those gassed bodies prior to cremation. The door 
less opening at left. which leads re the room with only two cremation ovens, was cut 
through by the Russians in 1247, Before my tour group walked through we were instructed 
to remain silent "out of respect" it was roped off and dark inside. Before realized it, | was 


back outside again with ne opportunity to ask questions What a disappointment 


wasn't the only one who ек that, 


holes and built the chimney in 1947; in other words, 
the Museum went along with the lie until they were 
found out, and even afterward. 

For years the Museum staff used fake photos to 
pass the reconstructed gas chamber off as original 
Only recently did they erect a sign outside of the cre- 
‘matorium showing the postwar changes that were 
‘made to the building interior. 

We were informed by our guide that the recon- 
struction is superficial and does not negate the build- 
ing's previous use as a gas chamber, and, in any case, 
its now reported there were relatively fev gassings at 
Auschwitz—the great majority мете doneat Birkenau. 

The question, “Is this holocaust revisionism?” was 
metwith silence, It appearsthe Auschwitz "gas cham- 
ber" myth is too fragile to bear any scrutiny. 
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Interior of garment 
workshop at 
Auschwitz where 
women possibly 
sewed military 
uniforms. 


PCO. copo con 


THE WORKSHOPS 


From the crematorium you can see the workshop 
buildings where inmates both learned and worked at 
trades, but they are not on the guided tour. Himmler 
had ordered the construction of workshops for handi: 
craft purposes; some were for woodworking; at least 
one was for sewing 

Jean-Claude Pressac, an exterminationist historian, 
claims shat womendeportees brought theirsewing ma- 
chines along with them, but that is ridiculous, The 
photographs of arriving women show not one carrying 
a sewing machine on her back! Writers like Pressac and 
the museum officials dont want you to know that the 
National Socialists provided professional work equip- 
ment for the inmates and had clean, well-run work 
areas 
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RECREATIONAL SPORTS 

Inmates engaged in a variety of sports at both 
Ausehwitzand Birkenau. Inaddition tothe swimming 
pools, a largesports playing field was close to the cre- 
matotiums at Birkenau, where soccer matches took 
place on Sundays. Ditlieh Felderer reports that ane of 
the first people to tell him that it was used asa sports 
ground was one of the guards of the artifacts, a М. 
Urbaniek. At the 1988 Zündel trial, Felderer showed a 
slide of a map in one of the main guidebooks of 
Auschwitz which indicated that the field had been a 


Beyond the ruins 
sportsstadium 


of Krems I is аве 
Tadeusz Borowski, a Polish Jewish prisoner at grassy area that was 


Birkenau wrote a book of short stories in which he — once:heBiremu 
mentioned the soccer field “on the broadclearing be- ^ *eceecfei 

hind the hospital barracks" (see diagram) and re- 
membered when he was thegoalkeeperin a game 
on a beautifal Sunday afternoon, He said asize- 
able crowd of hospital orderlies and convalescent 
patients had gathered to watch the game. 

William Schick said in a 2006 interview with 
The Sen-Hercki that he was placed in the Czech ү, 
family camp at Birkenau where hephyed insoc- $ 
cer matches, and said the soccer field was located 
near Krema III. 

Bosing matches were also popular among the in- 
mates. Salemo Arouch was a boxing champion in his 
home town of Salonika, Greece; after arriving at 
Auschwitz in 1943, he participated in twice-weekly box- 
ing matches, Fencing was popular among some; at the 
Emst Zündel trial, Felderershoved a slide of inmates 
fencing, Unfortunately, we don't have access to any of 
these slides for this booklet 


Poros scearsoonpacescors 
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Birken means 
birches—pietured 
herea Birch cree 
grove at the west 
end of the comp. 


ozo sceweacxencescon 


The Birkenau 
Concentration Camp 


BIRKENAU is located three kilometers from 
Auschwitz Гапа main road. Building began in 1941 for 
a camp to hold 200,000 persons, mainly non-workers 
and those waiting to be transferred elsewhere, thus 
there vasa higher proportion of women, children, eld- 
erly and infirm than at Auschwitz, eventually covered 
425 acres and had 300 buildings. A few prisoners 
worked in the warehouses, in the kitchens and in the 
crematoria, but most did not work, If 75% of the Jews 
were killed on arrival, who lived in ай those barracks? 
Notanly that, but the Germans were building new bar- 
racks in the section theinmates called Mexico to house 
56,000 more prisoners. 

Today it'sa vast open space with only a few isolated 
buildings scattered here and there, Prior to the year 
2000, there were very few visitors to Birkenau, Tours 
didn't gothere; even personal guides wouldnt take you 
there, Now its the lesser part ofa full tous, featuring a 
Icokata samplesleepingazd lavatory barracks, which 
are in very poor condition. Theoriginal Балтас ай had 
aporcelain-covered brick stove at one end from which 
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ya fe a gl hte 


{екетн pati 
K ANARI ыд 7А 


a piperan along the center of the barracks insidea low 
brick structure, keeping the entire barracks warm in 
winter. Prisoners could sit on it, and some said they 
even cooked onit! Each brick barracks in the women’s 
section had its own lavatory. 


‘THE CENTRAL SAUNA 

This beautiful, modem hygiene building was built 
in i945 and contained steam chambers and hot air 
ovens for disinfecting clothing, New arrivalscame here 
first, had their hair shorn, showered and were given 
clean clothing, However, it didn’t haveasinglesauna. Jt 
did havea largemain room that was sometimes used as 
abillroom. 

Visitors to Birkenau are not shown this building, 
the largest in the camp. 

Extra clothingand valuables the prisoners brought 
‘with them were stored in the 30 wooden warehouses 
across the street from the sauna, which the Soviets 
burned down after they arrived, 

Therezreother, smaller disinfection buildings (#20 
on diagram on page 40) at Birkenau, but the guides 
жоп! take you there either. The doors are locked, and 
no signsidenuify the buildings. 


"The Sauna” was 
the пате given to. 
the hygiene building 
because of the 
зап and hot air 
disinfection ovens. 
Ies designed with 
two identical 
sides—one for men 
and one for women. 
Prisoners were. 
brought here for 
showers. 


Below, one of the 
steam chambers in 
the Central Sauna 
for delousing closh- 
ing. Nate the door 
at each end, 
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DIAGRAM OF BIRKENAU CAMP 
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KEY TO DIAGRAM OF BIRKENAU CAMP 


on the бег page wes: aun 
tas afar protas of 


The Whit: Howse? where tens of hou 
reporedtehave been mir- 


юрар! taken ofthe abovecmen- 
toned fou parfeavor plant between My 
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One cf the eleven 

original kitchens at 
Birkenau that was stil 
standing back in 1997. 
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THE KITCHENS 

The kitchens are also closed to the public, ostensi- 
bly for preservation and to prevent vandalism, But why 
is that a concern for some buildings and not others? 
According to Ditlieb Felderer, his slides show several 
extremely large cooking vats still inside the buildings. 


MUSIC & MATING 

A book written by a former inmate described how 
they put on shows with music and dancing ard skits 
at Birkenau. Ruth Elias also mentioned the music 
shows in her book Triumph of Hope. The remarkable 
thing is that the SS guards savin the audienceside by 
side with the inmates. Cooperative interaction be- 
tween guards and prisoners was not unusual. For in- 
stance, they worked together sorting clothing ac the 
"Canada" warehouses and even took the opportunity 
to have affairs. There were a few marriages between 
guards and women prisoners at Birkenau, although 
only after the war: Prisoners, however, were allowed 
to marry each other, Some marriages took place and. 
children were born 
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SPORT & SOCCER FIELD 

Inmates wanted toengage in sports on their days 
off, and the guards had no objection—in fact, it was 
an orderfrom Himmler to allow them sports because 
he thought it would increase bodily strength and 
help make them a better labor force, The inmates 
formed teams and enjoyed friendly competition on 
Saturday afternouns and Sundays, with enthusiastic 
cheering sections, Even the guards formed a team 
and played against the inmates! It is reported that 
teams sometimes used the crematorium grounds 
when there was по room on the main field (#5 on 
diagram on page 4o). 


CREMATORIUMS 

There were four “Kremas” at Birkenau, of which 
youcan see the ruinstoday, Kremas Hand Il аге а the 
end of the road that runs from the main entrance 
while IV (a reconstruction) and Vareare nothing more 
than foundations, just north of the Central Sauna, If 
they were gas chambers, it means there were no 


Crematorium Hin 
Birkenau as it ap 
peared in Feb, 1943, 
still under construc 
tion. The partially un- 
derground morgue, 
later called the “gas 
chamber? can be seen 
at righ covered with a 
layer of snow les root 
was sbe inches of con- 
crete, three feet 
aboveground, Con- 
sider chet Zyklon B 
pellets need to be 
heated to work 
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Ruins of Crematorium 
ll. photographed by the 
Soviets in Feb. 1945, 
after they had blown it 
up and blamed it on 
the Germans, In 2009 
it was roped off, with a 
large sign proclaiming 
it is undergoing 

an expensive 


preservation process: 


E 


morgues during the two terrible typhusepidemies that 
struck the camp. Kremas IV and V had shower rooms 
and were close to the Sauna, which also had a shower 
room, The museum says these shower rooms were re- 
ally gas chambers, which means there was only one 
shower room, in the Sauna, for 90,000 prisoners! 

There is little doubt all the Kremas were destroyed 
by the Soviets shortly after theirarrival, even though a 
book from the Auschwitz Museum says that Cremato- 
rium Il and LL were blown up by the Nazis on Jan. 20, 
1945, Yet the officially accepted date that the Germans 
abandoned the camp is January 18—two days earlier, 
The Soviets found only а few dead bodies at the 
Birkenau camp, preserved by the freezing 
weather, The cremation ovens had been disman- 
tled and taken from the camp in November1944, 
after removing the roofs, 


Left, ruins of Krema |V-—even this isa 
reconstruction! Allegedly, the Polish 
people carted eff all the original bricks 
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LIBERATION AS PROPAGANDA 

The photograph on this page is om footage used 
in a Soviet propaganda film, shot by a Polish soldier- 
liberator. and showsthe Birkenau clothing warehouses 
{known as “Canada’) burning, In the distance we see 
tall crematorium chimneys that had supposedly been 
blown up by the retreating Nazisone week before. (The 
story goes that the SS abandoned the complex on Jan: 
кагу 38, but sent a crew back on the 2th to blow up 
Cresmatorias И, 1D and V before the Rus- 
sians advanced on the camp, which 
turned out to beon Jan. 27) 

This isthe best evidence that the So- 
viet myth of the Nazis desire to "destroy 
the traces of their crimes" is just chat—a 
myth. The SS had left behind a total of 
over 7000 survivors capable of telling 
their story to the enemy so what would 
be the point of demolishing the crema- 
torium buildings? 

The highly publicized Soviet “libera- 
tion” of Auschwitz is a work of propaganda. The Red 
Armyhappened upon the camp, told the people found 
there they were free to leave, and continued on their 
way West. The prisoners were left to find their way 
home under appalling conditions, Soviet intelligence 
units then moved in and decided how best to use what 
they found to advance their own cause. 

The myth cf the Auschwitz death camp was con- 
structed, and has undergone many discards sincethen. 
The number of four million “gassed” is probably the 
inajor casualty of historical revisionism—but thereare 
many others 


Photo shows the 
clothing warehouses 
at Birkenau burning 
sometime after the ar- 
rival ofthe Soviets- on 
Jan.27, with cremato- 
га chimneys stil 
standing in the backe 
ground, The Germans 
are blamed for setting 
the fres 10 days ear 
lier and destroying the 
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AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU MEMORIAL 

Atthe end ofthe main road through Birkenau, just 
past theruined crematoriums Hand Ш (where you see. 
the number r3 on the diagram on page 40) is a large 
sculpture and many plaques, each in a different lan- 
guage, but with the same inscription: 


reve: let this place be a cry of despairand a 
warning to humanity where the Nazis mur- 
dered aboutoneand a half million men, 
women and children, mainly Jews, from 

various countries of Europe: 
MURDERERS AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU 
“BETWEEN THE YEARS 1940-1945 
-1940 AND 1945 


FOUR MILION 
PEOPLE: SUFFERED 
AND DIED HERE 
“AT THE HANDS 

OF THE NAZI 


However, previous to 1990 and the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, this inscription claiming 4 
million deaths was cn the plaques, and quite famous it 
was, The discrepancy between 4 million and 1. million 
didit result in a change in the overall 6 million 
figure, nor has any adequate explanation heen 
given for the failure to reduce the latter figure. 
Such is the nature of the Auschwitz-Birkenau 


“The origina! plaque, in 
place until 1990. 


experience. 
mec NDS The last coll call, taken on January 17, 945. 
uc E] showed a total of 16,295 prisoners in Auschwitz. 


I—10,03n men and 6,196 women. The total 
count forall three camps was 67,012, according. 
to Danuta Czech. 

Even with the publicity of the Nuremberg Trials, 
Auschwitz remained virtually unknown to the public 
fora decade after the war, and really didnt become the 
phenomenon it is today until 198 after the fall of the 


The present радше 
makes no mention of 
four milion victims: 
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Soviet Union, According to Walter Staeglich in The 
Auschwitz Myth, German and Austrian soldiers who 
were interned at the camp as POW's by the Soviets 
alter the war reported they saw no traces of alleged 
mass murders anywhere in the camps. The Soviets did 
not permitoutsiders to inspect the grounds, 

The 46 volumes of “Death Books” kept by the 
Auschwitz political department and confiscated by the 
Soviets were tumed over to the International Commit: 
tee of the Red Cross in 1980. These records show 
around 69,000 prisoners died between July 29, 1941 
and Dec. 31, 1943 [25 years). The earlier death books 
are missing, as are those for 1944. 

Based on these records, the International Red 
Cross has estimated that а total of around 135,000 [reg 
istered] prisoners, Jewsand non-Jews, died in the three 
Auschwitz camps during its entire existence, These 
and other records are now available at the Interna- 
tional Tracing Service in Bad Arolson, Germany. 
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Pope Benedict views 
a plaque with the new 
inscription Monument 
is in the center dis- 
tance. Al religious 
and political leaders 
are expected to pay 
homage at the “holy 
of holies.” 
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